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1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free,
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in thee.

2. Israel's strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear desire of every nation,

Joy of every longing heart.

3. Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a king,

Born to reign in us for ever,

Now thy gracious kingdom bring,.



The Psalm

4. By Thine own eternal Spirit,
Rule in all our hearts alone;

By thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Psalm 80

HEAR, O thou Shephard of Israel,
Thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, shew thyself
also, thou that sittest up on the cherubims.
2 Before Ephraim Benjamin and Manasses:
stir up thy strength and come and help us.
3 Turn us again O God: shew the light of thy
countenance and we shall be whole.
4O Lord God of hosts: how long wilt thou be angry
with thy people that prayeth?
5 Thou feedest them with the bread of tears:
and givest them plenteousness of tears to drink.
¢ Thou hast made us a very strife unto our
neighbours: and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Turn us again thou God of hosts: shew the light of
thy countenance and we shall be whole.
8 Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast
out the heathen and planted it.
? Thou madest room for it: and when it had taken root
it filled the land.
10 The hills were covered with the shadow of it:
and the boughs thereof were like the goodly
cedertrees.
11 She stretched out her branches unto the sea:
and her boughs into the river.
12 Why hast thou then broken down her hedge: that all
they that go by pluck off her grapes?
13 The wild boar out of the wood doth root it up: and
the wild beasts of the field devour it.
14 Turn thee again thou God of hosts, look down from
heaven: behold and visit this vine;
15 And the place of the vineyard that thy right hand
hath planted: and the branch that thou madest so
strong for thyself.
16 It is burnt with fire and cut down: and they shall
perish at the rebuke of thy countenance.
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The First Lesson

17 Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand:
and upon the son of man, whom thou madest so
strong for thine own self.

18 And so will not we go back from thee: O let us live,
and we shall call upon thy Name.

19 Turn us again, O Lord, god of hosts: shew the light
of thy countenance and we shall be whole.

Glory be to the father, and to the son: and to the holy
Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever
shall be. World without end. Amen.

Amos 7

This is what the Lord GOD showed me: behold, he
was forming locusts when the latter growth was just
beginning to sprout, and behold, it was the latter
growth after the king’s mowings.

2When they had finished eating the grass of the land,
I'said, “O Lord GOD, please forgive!

How can Jacob stand? He is so small!”

3 The LORD relented concerning this:

“Tt shall not be,” said the LORD.

4This is what the Lord GOD showed me: behold, the
Lord GOD was calling for a judgment by fire, and it
devoured the great deep and was eating up the land.
5Then I said, “O Lord GOD, please cease!

How can Jacob stand? He is so small!”

¢ The LORD relented concerning this:

“This also shall not be,” said the Lord GOD.

7This is what he showed me: behold, the Lord was
standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a
plumb line in his hand. 8 And the LORD said to me,
“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.”
Then the Lord said, “Behold, I am setting a plumb
line in the midst of my people Israel;

I will never again pass by them;

9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,

and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,

and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the
sword.”10 Then Amaziah ithe priest of Bethel sent to
Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “ Amos has conspired

against you in the midst of the house of Israel.
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Magnificat

The land is not able to bear all his words.

1 For thus Amos has said, Jeroboam shall die by the
sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his
land. ””

12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away
to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and
prophesy there, 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel,
for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the
kingdom.”

14 Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was
no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but I was a herdsman
and a dresser of sycamore figs. 1> But the LORD took

me from following the flock, and the LORD said to
me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.

16 Now therefore hear the word of the LORD.

“You say, ‘Do not prophesy against Israel,

and do not preach against the house of Isaac.’

17 Therefore thus says the LORD:

“*Your wife shall be a prostitute in the city,

and your sons and your daughters shall fall by the
sword, and your land shall be divided up with a meas
uring line; you yourself shall die in an unclean land,
and Israel shall surely go into exile away from its
land.””

O. Gibbons (1583 - 1625)

The Second Lesson Luke 1: 5 - 20

5In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a
priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah.
And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and
her name was Elizabeth.

¢ And they were both righteous before God, walking
blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of
the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth
was barren, and both were advanced in years.

8 Now while he was serving as priest before God
when his division was on duty, ?according to the
custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to
enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense.



Nunc Dimittis

Responses

10 And the whole multitude of the people were
praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there
appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the
right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was
troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him.

13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and

your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall
call his name John. * And you will have joy and
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 1°for he
will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink
wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the
Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. ¢ And he
will turn many of the children of Israel to the

Lord their God, 7 and he will go before him in the
spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a
people prepared.”

18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know
this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced
in years.” 1 And the angel answered him, “I am
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent
to speak to you and to bring you this good news.

20 And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak
until the day that these things take place, because you
did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in
their time.”

O. Gibbons (1583 - 1625)

W. Smith (1603 - 1645)

The Lord’s Prayer R. Stone (1516 - 1613)



The Collect of the day

Anthem

Spoken Prayers

Heavenly Father,

whose blessed Son was revealed

to destroy the works of the devil

and to make us the children of God

and heirs of eternal life:

grant that we, having this hope,

may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal
and glorious kingdom;

where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen

Man dream no more M. Peerson (1572 - 1650)

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



Hymn

New English Hymnal No. 5
1. Choir, 2. Congregation, 3. Choir, 4. Congregation,
5. All

|
A-men.
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1. Hark! A herald voice is calling:
'Christ is nigh,' it seems to say;
'Cast away the dreams of darkness,
O ye children of the day!'

2. Startled at the solemn warning,
Let the earth-bound soul arise;
Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling,
Shines upon the morning skies.

3. Lo! the Lamb, so long expected,
Comes with pardon down from heaven;
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,

One and all to be forgiven;

4. So when next he comes in glory,
And earth's final hour draws near,
May he then as our defender

On the clouds of heaven appear.



5. Honour, glory, virtue, merit,
To the Father and the Son,

With the co-eternal Spirit,

While unending ages run. Amen.

The Blessing

Organ Voluntary

Collection towards the costs of this Choral Evensong
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